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Without You 

 
The story of ‘Without You’ is a story of shared personal apocalypse – two 
separate men, mourning the loss of the most important people in their lives – a 
wife of 35 years, and an infant daughter.  Where do men like this go in the wake 
of events like these? 
 

 
 
Paul Alison, detective of 35 years, sank himself back into his work.  For 5 years, 
he has replayed the car accident that claimed the life of his wife, and left him with 
an inoperable heart arrhythmia.  In his dreams, he triple-checks his blind spot, 
and slams his foot on the brake quickly enough to watch the green, crew-cab 
streak speed past his tail fender.  His memories force him to watch it slam into 
the passenger side of his car, as he sees Mary for the last time.   
 
Returning to the job after only 2 months of recovery, Paul was removed from his 
spot on the major crimes unit, partially due to his condition, and his unwillingness 
to drive anymore.  Assigned to small-time burglary and missing-persons cases, 
Paul now scratches his days away behind a desk, filing reports, and burying 
himself to the neck in cases that he has no interest in. 
 
Recently, however, Paul has been handed a new missing-persons that almost 
smells like something real – Allan Smith, 33 years old, has been 4 weeks missing 
now after almost a year of coping with his own personal nightmare, the death of 
his infant daughter. 
 

 
 
Allan Smith, 32 years old, lays awake, listening to the breathing of his wife and 
infant daughter.   
 
“In a dark, dark town there is a dark, dark house, 
In a dark, dark house there is a dark, dark room, 
In a dark, dark room there is a warm little bed 
And in that warm little bed is you” 
 
Thinking the nursery rhyme to himself, he closes his eyes, losing himself in the 
quiet, harmonized breathing of the pair he shares the room with. 
 
Within a week, he and his wife are sitting across from one another at their kitchen 
table, eyes red from lack of sleep, unable to cry.  Their 3-month old daughter 
Olivia cremated and spread, they will not sleep for days. 
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Allan begins the coping process weeks later, by keeping a diary that he secretly 
uses as a communiqué between himself and Olivia – a journal that maintains his 
progress in reconnecting with her through his contacts in the world of the occult, 
and things more dangerous and permanent than true death. 
 
10 months to the day from that night, Allan disappears completely, leaving in his 
wake a broken home, a confused wife, and an open missing persons case, 
assigned to Detective Paul Alison. 
 

 
 
Paul begins his search for Allan through the normal channels – speaking to his 
wife, what few friends he had, investigating his rented house.  Scratching up the 
details leading to Allan’s disappearance, however, have begun to bring back the 
memories of his own loss, and Paul seeks guidance from the department 
psychologist in dealing with the resurgence of guilt and loss. 
 
Though Paul finds Allan’s methods lacking in common reason, he also begins to 
see that Allan’s faith in these methods led him to some uncommon sources of 
assistance.  Paul speaks with some of the people mentioned throughout the 
diary, and revisits sites that were important to Allan’s recovery.  A confused string 
of people and places later, and Paul’s resolve begins to weaken – Allan truly 
believes he has gone to see his daughter, and the people he spoke with believe 
as well.  Could there actually be a way to communicate with those who have 
passed away?  Greater still, is there a guaranteed way to be with them forever?  
Paul’s psyche, assailed by the hopes of a ‘rambling lunatic’ and the writings he 
left behind, begins to crumple, slightly.  Could there be a chance to see Mary 
again, to ask her forgiveness? 
 
 
Two weeks into the case, and Paul is at a loss – there is no further evidence trail 
to follow, and the case is cold.  Unable to accept the fact, Paul turns his focus on 
what could happen if he releases his skepticism and allows faith and lack of 
reason to drive.  Finding himself standing in the freezing basement of Allan’s 
rental home, he attempts the very same ritual performed by Allan to be with his 
daughter. 
 
 
The ritual works.  Allan and Paul speak, and Allan’s revelation to Paul is a heavy 
one – this ritual was tailored specifically to he and his daughter, and Paul is 
intruding in a secret place.  Defeated, Paul allows himself to return to the 
mundane world.  Sensing his desperation, Allan feeds Paul information to help 
him on the way to his own personal ritual, but leaves him with the warning – 
“Watch your back when you get home – you’re a marked man now.” 
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Unable to get clarification, Paul dissipates, and stands shivering in the basement.  
His sense of purpose renewed, he begins the process in tailoring a ritual of his 
own to be with Mary. 
Paul immediately follows up on Allan’s information regarding his own ritual, and 
instantly finds out what Allan meant by ‘marked’ – there are people in the 
mundane world who are sensitive to those who can travel the soft places opened 
by these rituals, and they do not appreciate tourists.  In a very short amount of 
time, Paul is not only faced with one of these sensitives, but forced to draw and 
fire his weapon for the first time in 13 years.  Paul’s reluctance to drawing his 
weapon stems from the fact that he only pulls if he feels the need for deadly 
force, and the confrontation ends badly. 
 
Upon his return to the police station, Paul is informed that he is currently under 
suspension in the officer-involved shooting, and is stripped of his shield and 
sidearm until further notice. 
 
Using his time wisely, however, Paul continues his investigation into the ritual 
through private channels.  Unable to function through his job, and overpowered 
with the feelings of despair regarding his inability to find a means through which 
to properly find himself with his deceased wife, Paul applies for the remainder of 
his vacation time, and declares the Allan Smith case as closed, due to insufficient 
evidentiary findings.  Realizing that this will probably be the last case Paul goes 
in the field on his Sergeant closes the case for him, and grants him the leave 
time.  Figuring a month away will also help Paul clear his head and reconsider 
the retirement offer he has been staving off for years, he also grants the leave 
request. 
 
 
Paul’s searching takes him places he has never been; places that were dear to 
his wife, Mary.  In her life, his work consumed him, and their inability to visit these 
places together begins to grate at Paul throughout.  He realizes that now, more 
than ever, he doesn’t want to spend another day without her.  Heading home, 
Paul finds the key to finally performing the ritual – a box of curios and collected 
pieces of Mary’s life, stowed high in a closet in her untouched study. 
 
 
Respecting her memory, Paul has not cracked the door to Mary’s study since her 
death.  However, in his desperation, he finally enters the dusty room, and opens 
the curtains wide.  The afternoon sun blankets the room soft, and Paul searches.  
Finding the hatbox tucked high in the closet opposite the door, he begins to rifle 
through it – ticket stubs from a silent movie theatre, receipts from her trips to 
Paris, business cards from people whose names Paul has never heard – all 
these things clutter the bottom of the box.  With this box, Paul realizes now, he 
can finally be with Mary. 
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The ritual begun, Paul settles into the rhythm, and allows the words and thoughts 
to take hold, as he begins to visualize the time he was able to spend with the 
only woman who ever mattered to him.  Mary slowly begins to appear to Paul, 
and he can sense that something is awry.  Why is she here?  Why aren’t I with 
her?  Questions reel through Paul, throwing his concentration.  His heart begins 
to jackhammer. 
 
 
Mary tries to calm Paul – she explains to him that the memories used to 
reconnect with someone need to be shared memories, and there were precious 
few of those between them.  Mary also explains to Paul, however, that it doesn’t 
matter – Mary loves Paul, and always has loved him.  No matter what happened 
in life, she knows with absolute certainty that they were meant to be together, 
and she doesn’t regret a moment of their life together.  She has never blamed 
Paul for her death, and wants him to know that she forgives him, and he needs to 
forgive himself, as well.  She only wants peace for Paul, and she can’t wait to see 
him again. 
 
 
In the office, Paul’s body begins to crumple – the heart arrhythmia has taken hold 
again.  Unconscious already in his commune with Mary, Paul’s chest jerks 
forward as his body rails against the pain. 
 
 
Paul feels his body trying to fight the attack, and Mary is beginning to fade.  
Emotion ruling him, he refuses to let go of her now.  She explains to Paul that 
they will be together again, but he needs to take care of himself now.  Mary 
having faded completely, Paul gives in to the pain, and the world goes black. 
 
 
3 days later, a detective is standing over Paul’s body, pocketing Paul’s notes on 
the Allan Smith case, and the diary, as well.  Recognizing what has happened 
here, the detective quietly steps out of the room before waving in the CSU team.  
The detective leaves the house with all the evidence of the rituals, and strolls 
down the street to his car, a look of content filling his face.  All is right with the 
world again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


